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Heaven, Hell, and Purgatory  
 

Content: 
Tonight, we looked at what the Catholic Church teaches about heaven, hell, and purgatory. Beginning with 
the importance and meaning behind a Catholic funeral, we then looked at hell and the choices that we 
make on Earth, purgatory (what it means and an emphasis on praying for those who have died), and 
heaven (trying to imagine what this state of eternal Love could possibly look like).  
 

What is hell? 
Hell is the condition of everlasting separation from God, the absolute absence of love. (CCC 1033-1037).  
Someone who consciously and with full consent dies in serious sin, without repenting, and refuses God’s 
merciful, forgiving love forever, excludes himself from communion with God and the saints. We do not 
whether anyone at the moment of death can look absolute Love in the face and still say no. but our 
freedom makes that decision possible.  
 

But if God is love, how can there be a hell? 
God does not damn men. Man himself if the one who refuses God’s merciful love and voluntarily deprives 
himself of (eternal) life by excluding himself from communion with God (CCC 1036-10370. God yearns for 
communion even with the worst sinner; he wants everyone to convert and be saved. Yet God created man 
to be free and respects his decisions. Even God cannot compel love. As a lover he is “powerless” when 
someone chooses hell instead of heaven.  
 

What is purgatory? 
Purgatory, often imagined as a place, is actually a condition. Someone who dies in God’s grace (and 
therefore at peace with God and men) but who still needs purification before he can see God face to face is 
in purgatory (CCC 1030-1031). When Peter had betrayed Jesus, the Lord turned around and looked at 
Peter: “And Peter went out and wept bitterly” – a feeling like being in purgatory. Just such a purgatory 
probably awaits most of us at the moment of our death: the Lord looks at us full of love – and we 
experience burning shame and painful remorse over our wicked or “merely” unloving behavior. Only after 
this purifying pain will we be capable of meeting his loving gaze in untroubled heavenly joy.  
 

Can we help the departed who are in the condition of purgatory? 
Yes, since all those who are baptized into Christ form one communion and are united with one another, 
the living can also help the souls of the faithful departed in purgatory (CCC 1032, 1414). When a man is 
dead, he can do nothing more for himself. The time of active probation is past. But we can do something 
for the faithful departed in purgatory. Our love extends into the afterlife. Through our fasting, prayers, 
and good works, but especially through the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, we can obtain grace for the 
departed.  
 

What is heaven? 
Heaven is the endless moment of love. Nothing more separates us from God, whom our soul loves and has 
sought our whole life long. Together with all the angels and saints we will be able to rejoice forever in and 
with God (CCC 1023-26, 1053). If you have ever observed a couple looking at each other lovingly or seen a 
baby nursing who looks for his mother’s eyes as though it wanted to store up every smile forever, then you 
have some inkling of heaven. To be able to see God face to face – that is like one, single, never-ending 
moment of love.  

Excerpt from the YOUCAT  



When a loved one dies, we struggle to find peace with our loss.  
Although we recognize that, in order to spend eternal life with Him in heaven,  

our earthly journey must end, those who are left behind mourn. As Catholics, we believe 
there is hope through our Lord, and we are comforted by the promise of heaven.  

 

Prayer for the Dead 
Dear friends, our Lord comes to raise the dead and comforts us with the solace of his love. 

Let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Word of God, Creator of the earth to which your faithful return:  
in baptism you call us to eternal life to praise your Father for ever: 

Lord, have mercy. 
R: Lord, have mercy. 

 
Son of God, you raise up the just  

and clothe them with the glory of your kingdom: 
Lord, have mercy. 

R: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Crucified Lord, you protect the souls of your people by the power of your cross,  
and on the day of your coming  

you will show mercy to all the faithful departed: 
Lord, have mercy. 

R: Lord, have mercy. 
 

Judge of the living and the dead, at your voice the tombs will open  
and all the just who sleep in your peace will rise and sing the glory of God: 

Lord, have mercy. 
R: Lord, have mercy. 

 
All praise to you, Jesus our Savior,  

death is in your hands and all the living depend on you alone: 
Lord, have mercy. 

R: Lord, have mercy. 
 

With faith and hope we pray to the Father  
in the words Jesus taught his disciples: 

Our Father… 
 

Lord, in our grief we turn to you.  
Are you not the God of love who open your ears to all? 

Listen to our prayers for your servants whom you have called out of this world:  
lead them to your kingdom of light and peace and count them among the saints in glory. 

 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


